FACE INVESTIGATION
SUBJECT: Farm Worker Diesafter Being Struck by a Flywheel of a Haybaler

SUMMARY: An 56-year-old mae farm worker (the victim) died after being struck by aflywhed of a
PTO-powered haybaer at his son’s fam. He was lying on his Sde under the bder, oiling achain, while
the baler wasoperating. A flywhed for the baetosser cycled and struck the victim on the top of hisheed.
The victim'’ sson had been working nearby, and gpproached the areato ask hisfather when the baler would
be ready for fidd use. Whenthevictim failed to respond, the son noted the head injury and called for help.
EM Srespondersarrived a the scenewithin several minutes. Thevictim was pronounced dead a the scene
by the medical examiner.

The FACE investigator concluded that, to prevent smilar occurrences, farm equipment operators should:

! observe and followall applicable safety precautionswhen oper ating machinery driven by
tractor power take-off equipment, including disengaging the PTO and stopping thetractor
engine before approaching the machinery to make repairs, adjustments or perform
maintenance.

In addition, farm owners should:
! include safety management asan integral part of their business operation.

INTRODUCTION:

On June 26, 1999, an 56-year-old mae farm worker died after being struck by aflywhed of ahaybder
a hisson’'sfarm. The Wisconsn FACE field investigator learned of the incident through the newspaper
onJune27,1999. Theinvestigation wasinitiated on July 23, 1999, with aninterview with the coroner, and
followed up with agte vist, limited family interviews, and the sheriff’ s report.

The victim operated a farm implement dedership, and worked part-time on his son’s crop farm. He
learned farming through on-the-job training when he operated a family farm. It is unknown how he was
trained for farm equipment repair. There was no written safety program for the son’s farm operation.

INVESTIGATION:

On the day of the incident, the victim was preparing a PTO-driven haybaer to help his son at the son’s
farm. The baer was attached to atractor, parked in the farmyard, while the victim performed routine oiling
and ingpection activities. Hewasusing an oil soray can to lubricate the chainson thebder. The equipment
design dlows this task to be done from above with the machine off, and is performed routingly in this
manner & the farm. He had apparently completed oiling from above, and then turned the tractor on and
engaged the PTO to operate the baer. Although the event was unwitnessed, it is speculated the victim
crawled partway under the baler to oil another location. He was lying on his Sde under the baer whileit
was operating. A flywhed for the bae tosser cycled and struck the victim on the top of his heed. The



victim’s son had been working nearby, and approached the area to ask his father when the baler would
be ready for fieddd use. Whenthe victim failed to respond, the son noted the head injury and called for help.
EM Srespondersarrived a the scenewithin severa minutes. Thevictim was pronounced dead & the scene
by the medica examiner.

CAUSE OF DEATH: The degath certificate listed the cause of death as craniocerebrd trauma.
RECOMMENDATIONSDISCUSSION

Recommendation#1.: Farm equipment oper ator sshould observeand follow all applicable
safety precautions when operating machinery driven by tractor power take-off equipment,
incdluding disengaging the PT O and stopping thetractor enginebefor e appr oaching the machinery
to makerepairs, adjustmentsor perform maintenance.

Discussion: The chainson the hay baer in this case could be safdly oiled from above whilethe machinewas
not operding. After the victim finished ailing it in the recommended manner, he gpparently turned on the
tractor, engaged the PTO, and went under the baer to oil another location. Theincident would have have
been prevented if the victim or a standby helper had observed the machine for the location of squeaking
partsfrom asafe disance whileit was operating, then disengaged the PTO and turned off the tractor before
going under the bder.

Recommendation #2: Farmersshould include safety management as an integral part of
their business operation.

Discussion: Components of an effective safety management system include awritten safety program,
hazard andlysis and contral, training programs and safety committees. Each of these components should
be devel oped to meet the specific needs of individua farms, and beincorporated into thefarmers’ business
operaing plan. In this case, the incident might have been prevented if the farm developed and enforced a
safety program, including a policy of observing operating machines for maintenance and repair problems
from a safe distance.
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Figure 1. The arrow indicates the victim'’ s location.



